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SADLER’S WELLS. 
On Monday, the 22nd inst., the long-looked- 


- for Benefit to the esteemed Editor of the THra- 


TRICAL JOURNAL, Mr Bestow, took place; this 


eer having attained his 8lst birthday on 
t. 


Valentine’s day last, detachments from various 
Metropolitan Clubs united on the occasion asa 
compliment to him, and a recognition of the 
favors they have from time to time received at 


- his hands in his editorial capacity. 


Nothwithstanding the inclemency of the 
weather, soon after the doors were opened the 
house presented a cheerful appearance, the Dress 
Circle being filled by ladies in evening tovlette, and 
by families from the squares and surrounding 
neighbourhood. 

The programme was an unusually attractive 
one:—‘‘Good for Nothing,” “The Rent Day,” 
aud ‘‘ The Corsican Brothers,”—truly a dramatic 
feast; our readers will probably jump to the con- 
clusion that, on such an event, it would be au un- 
gracious task to depreciate even by an inuendo, 
the efforts of any of the ladies and gentlemen 
who 80 promptly lent their aid to do us honor, 
and that we are, as it were, bound either to praise, 
or where we cannot conscientiously eulogise, at 
least to. hold our tongues. The truth is there is 
80 little to find fault with in the acting generally 
perhaps another rebearsal of the ‘* Rent Day” 
might have made it go more glibly—that we must 
speak as we think, and that is in cordial approval 
of the proceedings. 

In Buckstone’s well-worn farce, Miss Rosetta 
Vacy’s Nan was an extraordinary clever piece of 
character-acting ; few who have seen this lady in 
tragedy and high comedy would have supposed 
that, well-tuned as she was in the higher flights 
of the Muse, she would have let down those pegs, 
and so readily assumed the rags and vernacular 
ofa street Arab with a smutty face and unkempt 
locks. Mr Bevington’s diminutive stature and 
droll appearance as Tom Dibbles provoked roars 
of laughter. Mr Keenan was a capital Harry 

Collier and Mr F. G. Howard very natural and 
easy as Charlie. Taking the characters in the 
order they appear on the bills we must speak of 


Mr W. Nicholl’s Grantley in “ The Rent Day” as 
a faithful and gentlemanly portraiture of the 
extravagant squire; he was perfect in the part 
and seemed at home init. Mr E. Wilmot who 
was cast for Crumbs, was too ill to appear ; the 
welcome appearance of Mr D. Evans as his sub- 
stitute was a decided increase to the strength of 
the company. We look upon this actor’s persona- 
tion of the disguised, John Harris, as a first-rate 
performance, only equalled by Mr George Bur- 
ton’s Martin Heywood, a very powerful, artistic 
and richly natural presentment of the honest, up- 
right farmer; his efforts were rewarded by 
tumultuous applause. Mr Scott Ramsey did 
great justice to Martin’s brother, Toby, a char- 
acter suited to this clever artist’s blunt, manly 
style. Bullfrog is the chief low comedian of the 
piece, and Silver Jack the neat (if there is really 
between them any priority of claim to be regarded 
as pets of the parterre and olympian regions) and 
as such were greeted with laughter whenever 
they appeared. Messrs Charles and Weaver were 
the respective interpreters of these graceless in- 
dividuals, and Mr Harris was the Hyssop ; the 
comic powers of these gentlemen were put to their 
full use, and Mr Harvey as Beanstalk, appeared 
as though he was fresh from the fields. Mr 
Markham ought to have known his part as_ Ste- 
phen—it was so small. The versatiletalent of 
Miss Vacy was never so clearly manifested as on 
this occasion, this lady, after her farcical exposi- 
tion, appearing as the affectionate, trae-hearted 
Rachel, a role which she assumed with feeling 
and dramatic instinct. Miss Bevington’s Polly 
Briggs was lively and pleasing. 

T'wo dear little girls made their infantine 
débit as Heywood’s children, aud by their pretty 
| ways and anxiousness, while the appraisers were 


completeness of the picture. 


rural life. 
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\seemed to take as lively an interest in this old 
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the numerous sensation plays of the day. One 
reason for this is its intense nationality; it is 
unmistakeably English, and a true epitome of 
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twins; we may add that practice had enabled 
him to put the finishing touches on a portrait 
already closely approximating to Dumas’ original 
as drawn by that prolific peaman. Mr Elliot’s 
Chateau Renaud, if rather young, is, nevertheless 
matured in conception, and Mr _ Fitzwilliam’s 
Montgiron was not amiss. Mr W.A. Stanley 
played Martelli at a short notice, and did well. 
Mrs Montague’s (of the Lyceum Theatre) ladylike 
appearance and aptiness for the part of Madame 
dei Franchi was patent to all observers, her dress 
was in the best possible taste. Miss Suphie Price 
was also very presentable in her attire as Emilie, 
and acted well. The numerous small parts with 
which this piece abounds were properly filled. 
The gods shouted out for the lime-light, but in 
the absence of the pale reflex of Cynthia’s brow 
they were propitiated by the renowned sliding-trap 
and the green mediums, 

Between the first and second acts Mr Stanley 
(in the absence of Mr E. Chalmers) read an ad- 
dress, written by an eminent gentleman, a con- 
tributor to the TaeatricaL Journal, the favour- 
ite art periodical, the amateur’s vade-mecum, the 
only one devoted to their interests, and withal 
the oldest hebdomadal paper connected with the 
Drama, which has been so ably edited for 30 years 
by the dénéfciaire, to whom a just tribute of 
praise was on this eventful night, poetically 
awarded. 

Loud calls were made for Mr Bestow, who, on 
making his appearance, was greeted with hearty 
and prolonged cheers ; ho addressed the audience 
to the following effect : Thanking them sincerely 
for their kind patronage, also the ladies and 
gentlemen Amateurs, who had come forward and 
rendered their) kind assistance in giving one of 
the best and talented amateur performances on 
record,not forgetting Messrs May andClarkson for 
dressing the various characters gratuitously. 

-The entire performance was a success, and 
incomparably nearer the professional standard 
of excellence than the majority of amateur 
ventures. 


AN ADDRESS. 
Written by Beta, Esq. 


In jocand youth, with health andj hope, we feel 

That painful time will ne’er the heart congeal ; 

And e’en in manhood, ere its prime is o’er, 

We fancy life may give us more and more. 

But as the journey lengthens, and the dead, 

Whom once we loved—grow many as we tread 

On Autumn leaves, we sadden and exclaim, 

‘Alas! O Happiness, thou art a name!” 

Then what is life 7—Come, let us turn away 

From mournful shadows and see joyous day ! 

True friends are sunshine—let us seek the sun, 

And warm the bosom—e’en at Highty-one. 

Aye, fourscore years ago in England, here 

The world to genius could an altar rear ; 

Cooke, Kemble, Siddons, were as young and hale 

As many present—’tis a twice-told tale ; 

On them, on Jordan, Bannister, and Kean, 

Our friend has gazed--what forms his eye hath 
seen } 

What sounds and phrases poured into his ear, 

He cannot but remember such things were. 

Still ye who act as amateurs a part, 

Despair not, ye may touch a living heart ; 


The age is hostile to the Stage, ’tis said, 

But truth and nature never can be dead ; 

They rise whene’er a noble tender light 

Makes earth more lovely and the skies more 
bright. 

How better learn to thrill a living breast 

Than here to show how kindly deeds are blest? 

Thus age and weakness find a living strain, 

To make glad music in the soul again ; 

The old, the young, the eager and the sad, 

In our ethereal mantle may be clad ; 

It’s hues are not of purple, proud and stern, 

But warm with heart’s blood, as our eyes discern, 

Forget not, then, bow deeds of gentle worth, 

May help the pilgrim of our toilsome earth ; 

Receive his thanks—receive a grateful tear— 

A smile—a blessing—all assembled here. 

Friends, life is cloudy and the rain is cold, 

But for such kindness when the eyes are old ; 

May you be happy in the toil and strife, 

When nobly borne we find a fairer life. 

Then support his JourNAL where’er you go, 

And think on the Editor, friend BEsTow. 





STANDARD THEATRE. 

Deservedly popular is this theatre. A more 
beautiful, commodious, and comfortable temple 
of the drama it is difficult to conceive, and it 
constitutes in itself a sight which is well worth 
seeing. Then the manner in which the pieces 
are mounted—and now a-days the scenic artist 
has euperseded the actor in importance—and 
also the way in which they are played, leaves 
nothing to be desired. True the kind of 
drama which the audience attending the theatre 
best appreciates is not perhaps adapted to suit 
the very intellectual playgoer’s mind, who re- 
joices in ‘the legitimate’—a thing which is 
now perfectly invisible to the naked eye. But 
it should be remembered that— 

‘The Drama’s laws, the drama’s patrons give, 
And those who live to please must please to live.” 

Hence the spirited and able proprietor, Mr 
John Douglass, provides his patrons with the 
sort of dramatic food most agreeable to their 
palate. The success which has attended 
his catering attests bow thoroughly he under- 
stands the distinctive character of the enter- 
tainment in which the habitues of his theatre 
delight. The boxes are occupied by an audi- 
ence whose evident respectability would do 
credit toany theatre in the metropolis. The 
curtain rises upon the gorgeous pantomime of 
“ Tell Tale Tit,” which isindeed very funny, 
but its chief characteristics—as of course is the 
case with all similar pieces—is the truly 
splendid scenery, painted by Mr Rd Douglass, 
with which it is adorned. Not ably magnifi- 
cent and ingeniousin its mechanism Is the fairy 
set” entitled “ The Hunt of the Dryads,” in 
which we have ‘fa cataract of real’ water.” 
Very effective it is too. Realistic effects, 
real horses and cabs, real water, &c.—seem to 
be the order of the day, and there is no know- 
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probably with the introduction of a “‘real live” 
pig; or a ‘‘ real live” lord. However, if the 
aforesaid mania only produces a demand, as 
we believe it is doing, for representations of 
real characters, for the holding of the mirror up 
to nature, it will not be without its good 
results. But this isa digression. The real 
water of the Standard gives increased effect to 
the scene. The transformation scene, “The 
Island of Jewels,” would reflect lhe greatest 
credit upon any theatrical manager ; but to use 
an original remark, ‘‘It must be seen to be 
appreciated.” The principal parts are capitally 
played by Mr Brittain Wright (who seems the 
life and soul of the piece), Miss Maria Leslie, 
Miss Emma Chambers, and Miss Annie 
Anderson. We have the usual comic effu- 
sions, ‘ including the never-to-be sufficiently 
sung “ Tommy Dodd” and ‘Ten Little Nig- 
gers,” rendered with much grotesqueness and 
in good style. The harlequinade is well sup- 
ported by Mr P. Martin as clown ; Mr Steward 
as pantaloon; Mr H. Howard as harlequin ; 
Miss Francis St. Maine as columbine; Bros 
Lemain as sprites ; and Mr Tyers as policeman. 
In one of the comic scenes Mr Samwell intro- 
duces his dogs, who go through a series of the 
most extraordinary and amusing performances 
to the atonishment and delight of the audience. 
‘Tell Tale Tit” seems to possess great vitality, 
and is likely to run some time yet. It is 
followed by “ an original domestic drama” (we 
quote the bills), written, we believe, by Mr 
John Douglass, jun., and called ‘For Sale.” 
The interest of this drama culminates, as its 
name would imply, in a ‘‘ Sale by Auction,” 
which is the most sensational scene in the 
piece, and evokes the most rapturous 
applause and calls for “the author.” It isa life- 
like ‘*set,”’ and this, together with the “ situ- 
ations” which occur, cannot fail to makeita 
success. There is considerable originality 
about the piece, and the author has evinced 
much constructive skill together with a due 
appreciation of the probabilities of life. Messrs 
Alfred Raynor, Brittain Wright, Butler, Miss 
Leslie, Mrs Raynor, and Miss Alice St. Maine 
(an intelligent child), play their respective 
parts with ther wonted ability, and to the 
apparent gratification of thehouse. We have 
only to add that the scenic effects were exceed- 
ingly good, and contributed very largely to the 
success of the piece. 





Mrs Stirling’s reading of ‘The May Queen,” 
at Brighton, with the accompaniment of Men- 
delssohn’s music, was a complete success. Over- 
whelmingjacclamations, in|which'the orchestra par- 
ticipated,|greeted the reading of the actress, while 
some parts, including the delivery of the comic 
speeches of Bottom, provoked the loudest Jaugh- 
ter. The reading will at once be repeated. We 
are glad to hear there is a possibility of its being 
given in London. 











THEATRE ROYAL, EDINBURGH. 

Mr. MAPLEson’s Italian Opera Company has 
been performing here since Monday se’ennight, 
and their engagement will terminate on Satur- 
day. ‘The operas produced last week were “ Le 
Nozze di Figaro,” “Il Trovatore,” “La Traviata,” 
“* Norma,” “ Faust,” and “Il Don Giovanni,” 
With exception of the absence of an efficient 
tenor, all these have been most completely and 
most correctly given. Another great and suc- 
cessful appearance was made by a young Ameri- 
can lady bearing the appellation of Madlle. 
Vanzini. She performed Marguerite in “ Faust” 
with exceeding taste and nice discrimination, 
and as Cherubino she sang ‘‘Voi che sapete,” and 
as Zerlina “ Vedrai Carino” most beautifully. 

ERRATUM.—In our last for “ dramatic” read 
** domestic.” 


___ Fra Dravoto. 





A vocal, instrumental, and elocutionary 
entertainment was given on Monday evening 
last, in the spacious dining room of Shoreditch 
workhouse, Kingsland-road, to the male and 
female inmates of the establishment. Th 
entertainment waa given by the Misses ‘A 
Dalman, E, Dalman, E. Myddleton, L.Sothers,’ 
and A. Sothers; and by Messrs. G. Dalman, 
S. Edds, E. and J. Gobble, G. Kentfield, 
J. Roskilly, and G. H. Sothers, all of whom 
contributed to the enjoyment of the audience, 
as manifested by repeated bursts of rapturous 
applause. The audience comprised many of 
the guardians and lady friends, who warmly 
participated in the general pleasure. The 
entertainment commenced with the pianoforte 
trio, ‘‘ Le Prophete,” by Messrs L. and A. 
Sothers, and Mr G. H. Sothers, which was 
followed by a solo, ‘‘I heard a spirit sing,” 
given with excellent effect by Mr E. J. Goble. 
The “Chimes of England,” by Miss E. 
Middleton ; “ The Ballad singer,” by Miss A. 
Dalman ; ‘‘ Awake, my beloved.” by Miss E. 
Middleton ;” and ‘‘ The spirit of spring,” by 
the same lady, were enthusiastically encored ; 
and ‘‘Barney Maguire’s account of the 
Queen’s Coronation,” most excellently given 
by Mr J. Roskilly, excited tremendous 
laughter and applause. The Hackney Bell 
Ringers gave an intermediate performance, 
which elicited warm manifestations of satis- 
faction, and was loudly encored; and the en- 
tertainment concluded with the scene of 
“Taming a Tiger,” in which Mr J. ‘Roskilly, 
Mr E. J. Goble, and Mr S. Edds sustained 
the characters, with more than ordinary ex- 
eellence. The entertainment was supple- 
mented with a regalia of buns and beer, and 
the pauper portion’ ofthe audience testified 
their appreciation of the kindness’ and 
liberality manifested by their condescending 
and considerate friends in a manner which 
could not be mistaken. Hilarity and good 
feeling pervaded the audience the whole of the 
evening. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Notice To SzcreTarizs oF AMATEUR Dramatic 
Cuivns.—The members of the various clubs who 
wish to be registered for the year will please to 
forward the name of the club and place of meeting 
with secretary’s name, and 2s. 6d. in postage 
stamps. 

PgRFoRMANCES.— We must request the favour of all 
admissions being forwarded as early as possible. 
It frequently happens through procrastination on 
this point that we have previously made arrange- 
ments with our coadjutors for the evening, and in 
some cases it has happened that the Tickets have 
not arrived until after the performance. In no 
case can we guarantee a notice being inserted un- 
less the Tickets pass through the offico into the 
hands of the Editor in the proper course. Instan- 
ces have happened where notices forwarded to us 
have been admitted, but we cannot of course 

arantee that such remarks are perfectly indepen- 
ent and free from partizanship. 

N. Wareratu.—The letter you speak of shall have 
insertion. There is no Theatre at Derby ; there is 
one at Leicester, and another at Nottingham, both 
within 25 miles of Derby. 

Frepexicx.—We expected the money for the 50 
copies before this. 

Frg.ipinc.— Your back numbers are looked out and 
are at Lacey’s. 

M. H.—We will give you the particulars in our 
next. 

Amarzvur.—No ; not for Samuel. 

J. P —Tho lines are tame and without point or 
interest. 

De Napo is sincerely thanked. 

AmATEUR.—We do not know the Club. 





CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be prepaid.) 


Six Lines ls. Od. 
Eight ls. 6d, 
Twelve . ° ° n ‘ 2s. Od. 
Twenty. . . . ° 2s. 6d. 
Across the back 


° ° ° ° ls .extra, 
Advertisements must be sent not later than 10 
o’clock Tuesday morning, Top Floor, 335a, Strand. 
N.B, All communications to be sent to the Printer’s 
335a, Strand, opposite Somerset House. 
List of Agents for be sale | of the ‘ Theatrical 


0 

Vickers, 317, Strand. 

Lacy, 89, Strand. 

Stevens, 42, Tottenham Court Road. 
Harris, Blackfriars Road. 

Allen, Warwick Lane, City. 

Pattie, Ivy Lane, City. 

Purkiss, 60, Compton Street, Soho. 
Hopcroft, 16, Little Queen Street, Holborn. 
King, Arlington Street, Islington. 
Stevens, Goswell Street. 

Potter, St John’s Street Road. 

Hill, Gray’s Inn Road. 

Dix, King’s Cross Road. 

Cox, D: Lane. 

Bell, St John’s Street Road. 

Sheard, 7, St. John-street, Smithfield. 

James Roberts, 195, Shoreditch. 

Walters, Bell-yard, Temple Bar. 

B. W. Watkins, 53, Cirencaster-place, Portland-rd. 


(ore Qe 
“ Life for Life” is the title of Dr Westland 
Marston’s new play, which will be produced on 
Saturday next at the Lyceum. The pomaieo! 
will be sustained by Miss Neilson, Miss 


innie Sidney, Mr Hermann Vezin, Mr Coghlan, 
and MrG. Jordan. The play, we are told, will 
be finely mounted in all respects. 


Che Cheatrical Yournal, 
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MACREADY, THE REGENERATOR OF 
THE DRAMA. 
BY “GAMMA” 


CHAPTER Il. 

IT is not my intention to write a biography of 
this great actor; if 1 were so disposed I have 
not the requisite materials at command; I will 
simply endeavour to point out to the readers of 
the JOURNAL the noble efforts Mr Macready 
made for the regeneration of the national drama, 
at a time when the legitimate was sunk to the 
lowest state of degradation. 

Some accounts inform us that William Charles 
Macready was born in Dublin ; that his father 
was ap upholsterer in that city; others, more 
correctly, perhaps, that he first saw light in 
Charles-street, Middlesex Hospital, March 3, 
1793, where his father, at that time a member of 
the Covent Garden Company, then resided. He 
was educated at Rugby, where his application 
Was so assiduous, that few scholars have left 
that school with a higher reputation for classical 
acquirement. He was destined for the bar, but 
for some uvexplained reason, turned his atten- 
tion to the stage, and before he had completed 
his seventeenth year, debited at Birmingham as 
Romeo; he was very successful in the charac 
ter ; he performed afterwards at Bath, Liver- 
pool, Newcastle, and Dublin. His first appear. 
ance ou the metropolitan boards was as Orestes, 
in the * Distressed Mother,” September 16,1816, 
a part which he repeated several times ; Mr 
Hazlitt considered it a bad play for the display 
of his powers, and wished him heartily well out 
of it. “It is a kind of forlorn hope in tragedy, 
These French classic plays puzzle an English 
audience. They cannot attend to the actor for 
the difficulty they have in understanding the 
author.” He afterwards played Mentevoli in 
the “ Italian Lover,” but the characters which 
most firmly established his youthful reputation 
were Gambia, in ‘‘ The Slave,” and Pescara, in 
Shiel’s heavy tragedy of “The Apostate.” He 
again visited the provinces and re-appeared 
at Covent (iarden in 1819, Geordie Robertson 
in the f “Heart of Mid-Lothian,” and Count 
Wallenberg in Maturin’s tragedy of “ Fredolfo,” 
were amongst his early personations, but the 
great hit of the day, and the part which even 
those who dislike his mannerism and his Shak- 
spearian embodiments, admire him so greatly in, 
was Rob Roy ; his conception of the daring out 
law was masterly, and stamped him at once # 
an original genius. His Coriolanus was not # 
successful as Kemble’s, but in Virginius be 
found a character eminently adapted for the dit 
play of his tragic powers, and one in which bei 
unrivalled. Even Kean’s career was damaged 
by it, but as Richard III. he could not compete 
with the great Edmund. Macready’s tongut 
was too blunt to “ wheedle with the devil.” Dis 
gusted with the Covent Garden managemen|, 
and at ill-will with Charles Kemble, be now 
transferred his services to Drury Lane, in 1823. 








He appeared there as Knowles’s Caius Gracchus, 
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> but the play wasa failure. In 1826he went to 
America, and was everywhere triumphant, In 
1827-8 he returned to Drury Lane, where he 
achieved great success in the character of 
Rienzi, a part which he played after the model 
of the Talma school, of which great French tra- 
_ gedian Macready was a professed admirer. 
' Pierre, in ‘* Venice Preserved,” he frequently 
» enacted at this period, an era when the stilted 
» classic style was much admired. In 1828 he 
> played with an English Company at Paris, and 
was considered by the Parisians second only to 
» their favourite Talma. In 1830-1 he played 
' Werner at Drury Lane ; and this is considered 
) by the most impartial judges to be his finest 
character. He seemed by his power and pathos 
rather to create the part than to be playing 
another man’s conception, so vague is the out- 
' line of Byron’s hero, and so fine was our hero’s 
| filling in of the details. In 1835-6 he played a 
' round of his favourite characters at Drury Lane, 
' under Bunn’s management. It wasononeof these 
nights that our hero, who was not blessed with 
- the most gentle of tempers, inflicted such sum- 
marty chastisement on the lessee, In 1837 he 
accepted an engagement under Webster at the 
Haymarket, when he altered (in conjunction with 
_ Sheridan Knowles) Beaumont and Fletcher’s 
“Maid’s Tragedy,” and re-christened it “The 
Bridal.” His great part of Melantius was 
another triumph ; for intensity and fervour it 
| was a wonderful assumption. We shall not 
attempt to enumerate the several parts he ap- 
peared in up to this period, but proceed at once 
tospeak of his mighty efforts in producing 
Shakspearian plays in a manner worthy of our 
great poet, of the great success that attended 
these productions, and of the sweeping reforms 
he effected before and behind the curtain, not 
the least important of which was the expulsion 
of the “ social evil,” the shamelessness of the 
attire and conversation of the class that was 
gratuitously admitted into the boxes of our 
patent theatres being infinitely more mischiev- 
ous to the morals of the young men of the period 
than the shortcomings of the drapery complained 
of by the Lord Chamberlain of 1869. 


(To be continued). 








LINES ON THE LATE MISS NELLY 
MOORE. 


Sun by day, and star by night, 
For ever set thy lambent light ; 
Early bud upon the bower, 

Stricken in thy blooming hour. 


Pretty fairy come and gone, 
Like 2 happy moment flown, 
Spirit of a happier sphere, 

ough we sadly mourn thee here. 


Though no more thy form we see, 
Thy rays shine in our eed 
Like deeds of radiance left behind, — 
To pierce the gloom that palls the mind. 
With thy kindred many share, 

The silent heavings of despair, 

And feel thy final exit sore, 

Graceful, guileless, Nettx Moons. 





POPULAR ACTRESSES.—X. 


SUSANNA CIBBER. 

Turis charming actress was the daughter of the 
celebrated Dr Arne, the composer of “Artaxerxes.” 
Miss Arne, in 1732 made her debut in “ Amelia,” 
brought out at the French theatre in Haymarket. 
She was then 20, with a symmetry of figure and a 
sweetness of expression which she did not lose 
during 34 years that she continued on the stage. 
Her Venus and her Psyche were most beautiful 
impersonations. A clever writer on the stage 
remarks that it is not pleasant to think that on a 
young creature so fair, bright, pure, and accom- 
plished, such a sorry rascal as Theophilus Cibber 
should have cast one of his two squinting eyes. 
When, as a newly-married couple, they stood 
before Colley, they must have looked hke Beauty 
and the Beast. 

In 1736 she played Zara to Mrs Pritchard's 
Selina. For 14 nights Susanna drowned houses 
in tears, and stirred the very depths of men’s 
hearts, even her husband’s, who at once had her 
salary doubled. Theophilus spent it all to his 
great satisfaction. His wife’s next appearance 
was as Indiana in the “ Conscious Lovers,” which 
she played charmingly. Her Ophelia was per- 
fection, her voice, musical education, (she sung 
Handel’s “‘ He was despised” with most exquisite 
feeling), her figure, her inexpressible sweet 
features, all were eminently calculated for this 
most lovely of Shakspeare’s heroines. No elo- 
quence could paint her distracted look, when she 
said: “ Lord, we know what we are, but know not 
what we may be!” Her critics pronounced her 
Ophelia unapproachable, and Time has not altered 
the verdicts. Her Juliet, Constance, Belvidera, 
exhibited rare merits, while as Alicia, in the mad 
scene, the expression of her countenance, and the 
irresistible magic of her voice, thrilled to the very 
soul of her audience. 

In fine ladies and sprightly comedy Mrs Cibber 
failed. Among her original characters were the 
Lady in ‘‘Comus,” Sigismunda, Aspasia in 
“ Trene,” and Zaphira, Her eyes, in tender grief, 
swam in tears; in rage, flashed with fire ; in des- 
pair, became as jit “were dead. To the last it 
was impossible to look at her figure and not 
think her young, or view her face and not consider 
her handsome. She would have been one of the 
happiest women of her day, had she not been 
cursed with a husband who was no more made 
for her than Caliban was for Miranda. She left 
her “most filthy bargain” (who would have 
lived on her prostitution) and acquired a protector 
in the person of Mr Sloper, but lost little in the 
public esteem. She was a woman more sinned 
against than sinning, and so well eyo that 
Mr and Mrs Garrick visited her and Mr Sloper, 


at that gentleman’s country house at Woodhay, 
Hants, where Ophelia taught her parrot snatches 
of old tragedy, and exhibited the bird to her 


laughing friends. Her bighest salary was £600 
for 60 nights, earned under such tremor, that she 
exclaimed, with the applause ringing in ears :‘‘O! 
that my nerves were made of cartropes!” She 
died in Scotland Yard, and was buried in the 
Cloisters of the Abbey, where also lay Mrs Brace- 
girdle and Betterton. 
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DRAMA RAMPANT OR DRAMA COUCHANT? 
HOW THE CLERGY FIRST HORSED IT, AND THEN PUT IT 
‘* HORS DE COMBAT,’’ AND HOW A DISEASE ORIGINATED 

IN ITS LUNGS, WHICH ANNIHILATED IT ‘‘ AB INITIO.” 





The poor Drama, bankrupt and half dead, 
Is houseless, friendless, drifting to decay. 
Ovp Wuink, 
“ The stage is ‘a den of robbers’ and an ‘antechamber of 
hell.’ ”—A Divine, A.D. 1867. 





A SATIRICAL ESSAY. 
By B. W. W. 





XVII.—MeLromeme Srarvep—TuHauia Gasps—SuHaxs- 
PEARE VMKTAMORPHOSED—THE REAL AND THE UNREAL. 

Wuen Nell Gwynne made her exit from the 
wings, Otway was the perpetrator of the first 
“farce in the English language. Alack, there 
have been farces indeed by the thousand since 
then—albeit it was no farcethat was enacted when 
that same poet of the Farce and of the tragedy 
of “‘ Venice Preserved” wallowed in the dust, and 
actually, when he asked for bread, received stone, 
even as be embraced the bosom of Alma Mata. 

It was when Charles the Second was King of 
England—it is an indisputable fact—that our 
Shakspeare was treated with contempt and only 
brought forward when it was to suit the whim of 
the Davenants to rhyme it. The immortal bard’s 

lorious productions were altered—yea, even by 
ana Se didst thou do it, poet ?) and spoilt. 
Davenant and the Duke of Buckingbam became 
famed more for their licentiousness than for any 
thing else, and Vanbrugh, Wycherley, and Con- 
greve perpetrated wit and indecency rampant. 
Otway was the only poet who did not stoop to 
the diseased taste of the time; the people with 
whom he lived had not the brains, and did not 
conceive of what kind of stuffhis cerebrum was 
compounded, whether of mind or matter! But, ye 
star-gazing rabble, why had not ye the penetra- 
ble stuff that should have run coeval with such 
an intellect ? Why did ye suffer such a Poet to 
wallow in the roadway with gnawing vitals, sad 
heart, and distracted visage? It was in “ Merry 
England ” and in the reign of “ Merry Charles” 
that these humorous things were done—when 
pleasure of an extravagant sort, and when religion 
of a rampant round-headed kind writhed over the 
land! Laugh ye that gibe atit! Grin ye gobe- 
mouches at the contrast of beauty and ugliness! 
Bot for literature, for the real advance of genius 
dramatic,—Charles’s Age, even as that of Eliza- 
beth, when Beaumont and Fletcher flourished, 
was, as every other, ‘great in mouths of wisest 
censure,” as regarded its playwrights ; and let it 
not be ignored that John Dryden shone star of 
first magnitude e’en in such an age of frivolous 
folly as this. But, let it be said, that he wrote 
for a licentious age; but his dramatic works admit 
of no palliation whatever. It was a profligate 
age, a licentious and vicious age that he wrote for, 
truly, and it was disgraceful to him that he sup- 

lied’liberally the kind of food that was in demand. 

ut then his private life was unimpeachable. Here 
he came pure out of the furnace. 

Not alone in the drama, however, was the reign 
of our second Charles thus metamorphosed. The 
infection spread itself among all classes. Not 


only in the Temples of the drama did enormities 
take place, but in ay | other phase of life, which, 
e atraight-laced episode in 


if it had not been for t 





English history under the Puritan Protectorsbiy 
of Oliver Cromwell just previously, might ng 
have occurred. 

But, alack! John Dryden—alas ! untimely Qi. 
way—whose heart was warm, whose brain wy 
radiant with light. See what passions of th 
human soul are extant in that monument of thy 
fame—‘ Venice Preserved.” He was the my 
who deserved most, but who was neglected mov, 
in that surface age of vanities. Even the truth 
must be told of such a man as Dryden, even as of 
Otway. His works may be fitly compared with 
Massinger’s :— their ’scutcheons were great anj 
grand, but there is a blot upon them which ca 
not be washed out—a dross which is s0 con. 
mingled with the true ore that it defies all attempt 
at separation. In truth, strange things hav 
been done time out of number in our dramatie 
history ; these are but samples. 

(To be continued.) 
0 

A new drama by Mr F. Marchant entitled 
“ Forsaken: A story of Every-day Life,” is to be 
the Easter novelty at the Victoria. 















































before the public. 


An entirely new play in five acts, entitled “ My 
Lady Clara,” written by Mr T.W. Robertson, wa 
played, for the first time on any stage, on Monday 
evening,at the Alexandra Theatre, Liverpool. “My 
Lady Clara” was produced under the personil 


superintendence ot the author. 


The annual ball of the City Amateur Musica 
Society took place at the Freemasons’ Tavern on 


Thursday se’ennight, and was well attended. 


Mrs Swanborough’s benefit will take place o 
Thursday next at the Strand Theatre, on which 
occasion Miss Ada Swanborough'(who, we rejoice 
to hear, has recovered from ber indisposition) wil 


make her re-appearance. 


Miss Swann, the Nova Scotia giantess, had 


reception at St. George’s Hall on Friday. 


lady is eight feet one inch in height, and stout in 
She walke with ease and converses 


proportion. 
with freedom. She is of Irish descent. 


Counter 
customers. 


attractions.—Pretty girls 


The 13th anniversary festival of the Royul 
Society of Musicians of Great Britain is to take 
placeat the Freemasons Hall on Wednesday next. 
The Right Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P., is to be thé 


president of the day. 


The Duchess of Cambridge, the Princess of 
Teck, and suite, visited the Adelphi on Thursday. 
Mr Bayle Bernana’s version of ‘Les Miserables’ 
is announced for production at Drury Lane on 


Easter-Monday. 


Miss Susan Galton has leased the Chestnut 
and will give 
English opera boutfe the remainder of the season. 

Navticau.—A muddled mariner writes t0 
‘« Punch,” if the introduction of the Frend 
Pitch will in any way endanger the British 


Street Theatre, Philadelphia, 


Tar. 


In it willbe 
introduced a new Sensation that is likely to becom 
as popular as those which have lately been placed 


serving 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. B. W. WATKINS (B. W. W.) 


een — epee Haya | T° every te SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE. 
ay an ursday evenings at the Club-room : 
Barely yam deren President, Mr = Ww. A PERFORMANCE will take place at the above 
maldson : Acting and Stage Manager, Mr W. S. B. Theatre early in March, for the Benefit of MkB.W. 
itsham; Hon. Sec. Mr F, Harcourt Sawyer, to whom | WATKINS (A. O. F., Court Artillery, 1975,) familiar} 

applications are to be made. known in Theatrical circles as ““B. W. W.,’”’ in testi- 


. mony ofjhis long services to the Amateurs ofthe metropo- 
a oe ioe our ig oe lis a8 «rata critic, and as a mark of their eympathy 
ay an , se, Ived | and regard for him, as well as an assistance, after his 
jn-street, Holborn, WC. R. S. Mordaunt Vaughan, | recent long illness, and loss of sight. : 
on, Sec. The pieces to be represented are, RAISING THE 
MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday | WIND, KING JOHN, and The TURNED HEAD, 
ing, at 8.30., at the Plou avern, Museum | 1 WAlch several good parts are still to be disposed ol, 
evening, fi he Plough T : hich several good parts till to be disposed of, 
‘eet, Bloomsbury. Stage Manager, MrT. E. Norman; | upon reasonable terms. The committee (comprised of 
sting Manager, Mr Geo. Beaumont. 5 ee em os a every —_ re in 
. . London) meet every Thursday evening at 9 o’clock, atthe 
SEX Dramati Cla, (aah 1860) accor Mr E.| Pinel vanes Maamure Oxf ss so Pom 
‘chest Islington. Secretary, Mr F. T. C ooke. | ladies and gentlemen desirous of taking part in the above 
Ties to B. W. 11, Charles i Place, Hertford-road | ®T@7equested to apply ew AL rg. 
ingsland. ‘Treasurer, Mr A. Santon. Manager, Mr| 4) tours; stead r Sam TH aw ve ’ — > 
Ricks, mateurs in particular are requested to use their ut- 


t : - : 
ITZROY Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- oo pe hy arr to obtain’ & bumper 


ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, a ght 3 8t3.) 7 
juare. All applications respecting the admission o OY AL ALEXANDRA THE “ 
0} ATRE, Islington 
; — to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr andthe ROYAL HIGHBURY B ARN G "AR. 
entitled me umes Otay. Se DENS.—Sole Proprietor, Mr E. GIOVANNELI.— 
8 to bef EMBLE Dramatic Company.—All applications res- GREAT SUCCESS of H. C. Hazlewood’s great drama 
- will befged Pecting Performances to be addressed to Mr Win. A. | of JOLLY JOE every evening. All theforiginal effects, 
become? Manager,260, Essex-road, (8,Annett’s-crescent,) | Beautiful scenery. ‘Tom Dorrington, Miss Eliza Hamil- 
tMslington, N. Wednesday evening. ton ; Nan, Miss L. Collier ; Nelly, Miss Musgrave; Lilly, 
| placed \RION Dramatic Club.—W. Secar, Treasurer, 372, | Miss M. Stafford; Joshue, Mr J, Mordaunt; Mrs Chubbs, 
Kingsland-road; F. Carr, Acting Manager ; Bolton | Miss Reynolds ; Old Brads, Mr C. Steyne, Author, Mr 
‘ {edlicott, == Manager. Ap lications, with references, | W, C, Chamberlain; Chouser, Mr E. Campbell; and 
d “My phe =e . Small, jun., Secretary, 76, Albert-road, Jolly Joo, Mr E, Giovannelli: The coenery cginbraces 
On, wa myaston. i F the following :—Newgate Market, Cheapside, Westmin- 
flonday {\HAKSPEARIAN Dramatic Clubjmeets on Friday | ster Bridge, Interior of Fashionable Gambling House, 
1, «yy plevening, at the White Hart, Windmill-street, Totten- | and Willesden Junction during a Snowstorm, grand rail- 
* 4! Bam Court-road, at 8°30 o’clock. Stage Manager, Mr T. way effect. 
ereonl By, Norman; Sec. Mr Sam Thomas. Dancing in the grand hall every evening.—Immense 
ts rs — dis a The whole ef the 
H auti’ ens redecorated. 
Musica! Houoway’s OINTMENT AnD Prt1s.—Dangerous pros dk alae deesien- te. te tation 
vern 00 Mijiseases would not present themselves very often | Open every Sunday for promenade, Admission by 
be {timely attention were bestowed on the first feel- | Refreshment Ticket, 6d. Stage-manager, Mr J. Mors 


ace onfogs which betray a departure from health. How | daunt; acting-manager, Mr Hazlewood, jun. 
which many life-long maladies spring from neglecting 
rejoicing symptoms? The pimple readily curable O GENTLEMEN AMATEURS.—A few parts 
on) willjpa the nursery becomes through carelessness the vacant. For gertioalare apply to Mr Thomas Gra 
rremediable torment of after life. With a know- | 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy-sqvare. 























had secise of the curative powers of Holloway’s 
) intment and Pills, and the facility and applica- HEATRE ROYAL SADLER’S WELLS opens on 


ion, those who fail to use them for extirpating ee ee 


mark he first seeds of hereditary ailments, will have to | 4, performed, with the whole of Locke's music, Mace 
bear the punishment resulting from their folly. | beth and Hecate, Mr Stanley ; Macduff, Mr W. Frank- 
Holloway’s remedies will remove eruptions of the | lin; Lady Macduff, Mrs R. Vacey. ‘lo conclude with 
serving Miskin, scorbutic disease, and scrofula, and heal | CHARLES XII.,in which Messrs Lewis, Weaver, and 
very description of ulcer, sore, wound, or abra- in, Gravelicdes Canta Charla, Paragon CB SiMotion} 

Royal sions. Markham, (Paris and Back,) etc., are open to competent 
‘o take ECLECTIC THEATRE, one. Apply immediately, 8, Annett’s-crescent, 
y next. Denmark-street, Soho. ssex-road, Islington, N. 
be the Proprietor, Mr J. FLEXMAN. 

GRAND ENTERLAINMENT will take place TO MANAGERS OF THEATRES, 
ess of on Tuesday evening, March 9th, 1869, for the R CHARLES MIRAM, the well known light 


arsday, benefit of T. C. Harris, late of the Theatres Royal, 


comedian, being on his voyage to England from 
Drury Lane, Sadler’s Wells, &c., S&c., &c., and who ; : tok ob iddl 
rablet’ lus had the honour of acting in the Royal Enter- Australia, wee be is. ang about the middle of 


, will to engagements in T: 
Ane 00 Btainment at Windsor Castle, in the presence of Her —— ose: aa Se aiiencal . — 
Most Gracious Majesty on three occasions; Mr Harris 


estan was a member ofthe Sadler’s Wells company for fourteen sfflee, "338 “9 oo of W.B., THEATRICAL JOURNAL 
e . 


fesh. years during the management of Mr Ips, but now 
1 giv through adverse circumstances and long and severe 
3¢2800. & illness in his family he is compelled to solicit the kind LOCUTION.—MR HENRY MARSTON, Profes- 
E support of his friends and the public. All the available sor of Elocution, begs to announce that he GIVES 
ites 107% talent in London will appear, LESSONS in the above-named art, adapted to the pur- 
‘rench Tickets, 6d each, can be obtained from Mr Harris, } poses of the bar, the pulpit, and the form; also 
3 ritish 2, Gifford-street, Caledonian-road, or Mk FLEXMAN at | instruction for the stage.—Address, No, 1/7, Wells-street, 
rl the Hall, Gray’s Inn Road. -C.) 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, HIGH 


AVING been entirely RE-DECORATED,‘in an elegant and costly st\le, worthy in ever 
extensive and long-established popularity, arenow OPENED for CONCERT and DANCIN 


in the week. 


HOLBORN, 


every evening 


THE GRAND BAND, 

Unde the direction of Mr W. M. Packer, will Perform, nightly, a Novel and Brilfiant Programme of 
Classical, Operatic, and Dance Music, selected from works of the most renowned English and 
Continental Composers. 

N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 

Admission throughout the entire building—Reading, Refreshment, Smoking Saloons, &c. One Shilling, 
Doors open at Half-past Eight; Close at Twelve o’clock. 





H. TOMKINS, OF THE “JOHN BULL” TAVERN, BREWER STREET, begs to inform th 
» Visitorsof SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE that he hus opened the whole of the 
NEW REFRESHMENT ROOMS 
at the above Theatre, for the sale of allkinds of Refreshments of a very superior quality, at the following scale of 
prices .— 


GUINNESS’S STOUT, on Draught, 2d. 
GUINNESS’S STOUT, in PIN 


er GLASS. 


BOTTLES, 64d. 


YOUNGER’S BITTER ALE, 2d. per GLASS, 
BASS’S PALE ALE, 64. 


PORT, SHERRY, and other WINES, 4d. and 6d. per GLASS, 


BRANDY, WHISKY, or RUM, 4d. per GLASS. 


Soda, Seltzer, Lemonade, and Ginger-beer, 3d. 4d. & 6d. 


OLD TOM, 3d. per GLASS, 


CORDIALS 
of every ens kept at the Saloon Bar, and can be had at all parts of the house. 


All kinds of BISCUT" 


S and PASTRY fresh from DREW’S every morning at usual prices, 


CIGARS of the best quality, from 2d. upwards. 
age A new and CONVENIENT ania ~* = a ROOM has been added for Ladies in 
the Dress Circle. 





OPERA PERFORMANCES, PRIVATE THEATRICALS, CHARADES, &c. 


VHE Nobility, Amateurs, aud the Profession are informed that Harrison’s New Grand Portable Theatre, the 
largest and best in London, with the beautiful scenery painted by the first scenic artists, for the Royal 


Dramatic College Fete at the Crystal Palace, can be engated for any performances. 


It has been fitted up for 


Charles Keane, Esq.’s Dramatic Performances at St. George’s Hall, Bradford; for the Whittington Club , Music 


Hall, Store Street ; Myddelton Hall; Cit 
New Theatres, with Scenery, Gas 
obtained at 


of London College; and at the mansions of most of the Nobility. 
ittings, &c., of all sizes for Private Rooms and Public Halls, can be 


HARRISON’S THEATRICAL WAREHOUSE, 


Nos. 25 and 31, Bow Street, Covent Garden, London. 


Costumes supplied in Town and Country. 





PAMPHILION HOTEL, 
27, BRIDGES STREET, STRAND, 


SOLE PROPRIETOR, GEORGE BRETT. 


“DINNERS A LA CARTE. 
HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till]12 


SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND 
TRIPE, &c. 


WINES OF THE FINEST QUALITY. 
HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. 


BASS’s Ales, REID’S Celebrated Stout, and Fine 
Fcotch Ales on draught. 


Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ant. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 
street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 

Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform- 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr. May an orde) 
for an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and punc. 
tuality all studied. 
d the addreas, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street, 


TO MANAGERS, &c. 
A®’ Check or Money Taker, Box Keeper, or in any 
similar capacity. A young man wishes for an en- 
References, &. Address, H. J., 








ent as above, 


» Harrison-street, Gray’s Inn-road. 





LOCUTION—Mr J. C. COWPER, Theatres Royal 
Drury Lane, Lyceum, Princess’s, Holborn, &., 
and for many ze leading man at the Theatres Royal 


Liverpool, Dublin, Manchester, &c., Pupil of the late 
Mr Vandenoff and Mr Samuel Butler, the eminent 
Tragedians ; an associate and pupil of the Rev. Richari 


Boyle, Professor of elocution London (brother-in-law and 
successor of the celebrated John ‘Thelwall, London), 
ey Ladies and Gentlemen for the stage, and 
rings them out when ready, on his provincial en: 
ments, For testimonials, terms, &c., 27, VICTOR 
ROAD, Kensington. W. 





TO MANAGERS AND AMATEURS. 


RS WARLOW (late of the Theatres Drury Lane 
and Lyceum) has a first class Wardrobe for hire. 
Town or Country. Terms moderate. 16, Marquis- 
court, Drury-lane, W.C. N.B. Balls andSMasquerades. 





ADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION. — 
a Life-size Portrait models of JOHN WYCLIFFE 
(the first translator of the Scriptures into English,) 
MARTIN LUTHER, JOHN KNOX, and JOHN 
CALVIN, are now to be seen. 
Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; extra 
rooms, 6d.—Open in the morning from eleven a.m. till 
five, and from seven till ten p.m. 





Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’clock, 
by Vickers, 317 Strand, for the Proprietor, Mr. W 
BEsTow. 

To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns. 


All communications for the Editor to be forwarded to tht 
Printer, 335a, Strand, W.O., (opposite Yomerset House 
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